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Births. 


The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Oldbury. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1918. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1918 
was  817 — 423  males  and  394  females.  This  is  the  number  sup¬ 
plied  to  me  by  the  Registrar-General.  This  number  includes  all 
the  births  registered  in  the  district,  as  well  as  those  of  parents 
belonging  to  Oldbury  who  have  been  temporarily  residing  outside 
our  area.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  20.7  per  1,000  inhabit¬ 
ants,  calculated  on  the  figures  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  the  birth-rate,  viz.,  39,37s.  These  approxi¬ 
mate  figures  are  made  as  being  the  nearest  that  can  be  adopted 
under  the  present  conditions  of  the  population.  The  birth-rate 
continues  to  fall  as  is  the  general  experience  of  the  country  as  a 
whole.  This  is  lower  than  last  year,  when  it  was  22  per 
1,000  inhabitants.  The  illegitimate  births  are  nearly  the  same  as 
in  the  last  two  years,  viz.,  32,  as  against  29  in  1917  and  28  in 
1916.  Taking  the  increase  in  the  population  illegitimacy  is  not 
on  the  increase  in  this  district — a  fact  which  disproves  all  the 
wild  stories  which  prevailed  a  little  time  ago. 

I  he  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Oldbury  was  577 — 284  males  and  293  females — compared  with 
^79  in  1917.  The  death-rate  is  16.6  per  1,000.  These  figures 
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are  also  based  on  the  returns  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General, 
viz.,  35, 1 43,  °f  a  population  for  purposes  of  calculating  ihc 
mortality  of  the  district.  The  death-rate  of  16.6  per  i,ooo 

inhabitants,  compared  with  13.4  per  1,000  in  1917,  gives 
an  increase  of  3.2  per  1,000.  When  we  take  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  severe  epidemics  of  influenza  which  have  been  prevalent 
in  the  district  during  the  past  six  months  the  increase  is  easily 
accounted  for.  In  the  summer  months,  when  influenza  was  pre¬ 
valent,  23  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease.  In  the  second 
visitation  112  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  the  disease 
from  the  28th  of  October  until  the  end  of  the  year,  showing  it 
was  much  more  fatal  in  character  during  the  winter  months  than 
it  was  in  the  warmer  weather,  due  in  a  very  great  measure  to 
pneumonia  and  chest  affections,  often  the  want  of  care  in  not 
taking  the  disease  in  time,  and  the  patients  exposing  themselves 
to  the  adverse  conditions  of  the  weather.  In  all  there  were  125 
deaths  due  to  this  cause. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
compared  with  40  in  1917.  There  were  53  deaths  from  bron¬ 
chitis,  compared  with  62  in  1917,  and  67  from  pneumonia,  com¬ 
pared  with  46  in  the  previous  year.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good 
number  of  these  were  associated  with  influenza,  probably  being 
unrecognised  in  the  early  part  of  the  epidemic.  8  deaths 
were  due  to  measles,  6  to  whooping  cough,  and  14  deaths  were 
registered  as  being  due  to  disease  of  a  tubercular  character,  not 
pulmonary.  Twenty-nine  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  and  malig¬ 
nant  disease,  and  21  deaths  were  caused  by  diarrhoea  in  children 
under  two  years  of  age.  Twenty-three  deaths  of  organic  heart 
disease  were  registered.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  puerperal 
fever,  and  29  deaths  to  premature  birth  and  congenital  debility. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year 
was  90,  with  an  infantile  mortality  of  no.  1  per  1,000  births. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  last  year,  when  it  was  118.  There 
were  17  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  amongst  children 
under  one  year,  which  was  a  slight  increase  on  last  year,  when 
the  figures  were  13  from  these  causes.  The  work  of  the 
Children’s  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  have  satisfactory  results. 
The  two  Health  Visitors,  Miss  Broughton  and  Miss  Holloway, 
arc  most  energetic  in  carrying  out  the  work,  and  I  am  confident 
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that  l lie  mothers  fully  appreciate  their  efforts.  The  time  was  when 
the  women  resented,  in  many  instances,  the  presence  of  the 
Health  Visitor,  but  now  they  look  upon  these  ladies  as  friends 
to  whom  they  can  apply  for  instructions  and  sympathetic  advice 
in  any  difficulty  regarding  the  child’s  welfare. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

'l'he  zymotic  deaths  were  37  during  1918  giving  a  zymotic 
death-rate  of  1.05.  I  have  not  included  influenza  in  these  figures, 
but  have  only  taken  the  ordinary  zymotics,  such  as  measles, 
whooping  cough,  etc.,  but  il  we  include  influenza  we  have  4.45, 
the  separate  figures  being — Measles  8,  whooping  cough  6,  diph¬ 
theria  2,  diarrhoea  21,  influenza  121.  No  typhoid  or  scarlet  fever 
deaths  were  registered  during  the  year. 

CANCER  DEATHS. 

The  cancer  deaths  numbered  29,  giving  a  cancer  death- 
rate  of  0.8,  a  slight  increase  on  last  year’s  figures,  when  it  was 
77- 

PHTHISIS  DEATHS. 

There  were  35  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  with 
a  death-rate  of  0.9  per  1,000,  compared  with  40  deaths  and  a 
death-rate  of  1.1  last  year.  This  is  an  improvement  on  last  year, 
but  leaves  much  ground  for  further  improvement.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  housing  question  has  a  great  part  to  play  in 
the  reduction  of  this  disease. 

RESPIRATORY  DEATHS. 

There  were  122  deaths  from  respiratory  affections  other 
than  phthisis,  viz.,  53  from  bronchitis,  67  from  pneumonia,  and 
one  from  other  forms  of  these  diseases.  This  gives  a  respiratory 
mortality  ol  3.5  per  1,000,  which  is  slightly  greater  than  last  year 
(1917),  when  it  was  3.2,  but  this  is  entirely  due  to  the  influenza 
epidemics  and  the  complication  of  chest  complaints  which  so 
often  accompany  this  disease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during- 
1918  was  363.  The  greater  proportion  of  these  were  measles, 
243  of  this  disease  being  notified  and  6  of  German  measles. 
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'There  were  57  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lung's  and  11  of  other 
forms  of  tubercular  disease  notified. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Nineteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year  1918,  there  were  no  deaths,  and  12  cases  were  treated  at 
the  Holly  Lane  Hospital.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  various 
wards  as  follows  : — Langley  4,  Broadwell  6,  Central  o,  Rounds 
Green  2,  Warley  North  4,  and  Warley  South  3. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  iG  cases  of  diphtheria  notified,  of  which  two 
were  fatal.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  wards  as  follows: — Lang¬ 
ley  6,  Broadwell  2,  Central  1,  Rounds  Green  2,  Warley  North 
3,  and  Warley  South  2.  Two  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Six  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  compared  with  1 1  in 
1917.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  were  three  cases  of  this  disease,  and  all  were  fatal 
in  their  character. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Eight  cases  were  notified  of  this  disease.  Two  chldren  lost 
the  sight  of  one  eye,  one  of  them  dying  from  other  complications. 
The  cases  were  attended  to  by  nurses,  and  the  remaining  six 
made  good  recoveries. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Fifty-seven  cases  of  pulmonary  phthisis  were  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1918,  being  12  more  than  in  1917.  The  ages  of  the 
persons  affected  were  1 — 5,  two  cases;  5 — 15,  sixteen  cases; 
15 — 25,  eleven  cases;  25 — 45,  25  cases;  45 — 65,  three  cases. 
There  were  1 1  cases  of  tubercular  disease  notified.  These  were 
varied  in  character,  and  included  tubercular  glands,  tabes 
mesenterica,  tubercular  joints,  etc.  The  cases  occurred  in 
different  parts  of  the  district,  and  were  as  follows  : — Langley 
Ward  9  cases,  Broadwell  7  cases,  Central  12  cases,  Rounds 
Green  8  cases,  Warley  North  6  cases,  and  Warley  South  15 
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MEASLES. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  measles  were  prevalent,  237 
being-  notified,  with  6  of  Herman  measles,  but  as  the  year  pro¬ 
gressed  the  disease  died  down  and  influenza  took  its  place.  1 
am  pleased  to  say  that  only  8  cases  were  of  a  fatal  character. 

GENERAL  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  under 
trying  conditions.  Mr.  Davis,  who  was  appointed  in  Mr.  Rob¬ 
bins’  place,  was  very  seriously  ill,  and  eventually  had  to  undergo 
a  very  serious  operation.  Mr.  Robbins  took  up  the  work  during 
his  absence.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  after  several  months’ 
absence  Mr.  Davis  has  now  resumed  his  duties,  and  is  gradually 
getting  his  usual  wonted  vigour  once  more.  Mr.  Harrold  has 
also  returned  from  the  Army,  and  we  are  hoping  to  have  the 
department  in  full  working  order  in  a  very  short  time.  Still,  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  good  deal  ot  work  has  been  accomplished 
during  the  year  in  spite  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour  and 
material  in  the  building  trades,  and  a  good  many  structural 
alterations  have  been  carried  out. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  supervision  of  the  food  supply  has  been  efficiently 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Davis. 

WORKSHOPS. 

The  workshops  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  are  being 
kept  up  to  the  required  regulations. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  district  has  again  been  most  un¬ 
satisfactory  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour,  in  spite  of  the  large 
number  of  men  unemployed,  very  few'  men  will  undertake  the 
duties  of  removal  of  nightsoil.  However,  the  Council  having 
decided  to  do  the  refuse  removal  themselves  instead  of  letting  it 
out  on  contract,  we  shall  hope  that  matters  will  be  improved  in 
this  direction. 

I  append  the  Health  Visitors’  reports  and  also  that  of  the 
Sanitary  Officer,  which  gives  an  account  of  the  work  done  during 
the  year. 
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COUNTY  OF  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Administrative  Areas,  1918 

OLDBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  ...  Males  284;  Females  293 


Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

I 

I 

Small-Pox 

Diarrhoea,  etc  (under  2  years) 

18 

3 

Measles 

2 

6 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

, . , 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

4 

Alcoholism 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright's 

Influenza 

52 

69 

Disease 

4 

2 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

22 

13 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puer- 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

2 

peral  Fever 

Cither  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

5 

3 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

15 

14 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

13 

l6 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide.. 

lo 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

Suicide 

3 

Meningitis 

4 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

61 

66 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

I  I 

12 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

Bronchitis 

29 

24 

known 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3i 

36 

Special  Causes  included  above  :  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  52  Males  ...  38  Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births  ... 

.  423 

394 

Legitimate 

.  4°4 

381 

Illegitimate 

.  19 

13 

Population  for  Death  Rate 

35,145.  Population  for  Birth  Rate 

...  39,378 

General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House,  London,  W.C.  2. 

April,  1919. 


SYNOPSIS  MORTALITY  STATISTICS. 


Death-rate 

16.6 

Cancer 

0.8 

Infantile  Mortality,  per 

Respiratory  Mortality 

3-5 

i,ooo  Births 

1 10. 1 

Bronchitis 

i-5 

Whooping-  Cough 

0. 1 

Pneumonia 

1.9 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.0 

Zymotic 

4-5 

Measles 

0. 2 

Total  Births  ... 

817 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

°-5 

Total  Deaths  ... 

5/7 

Erysipelas 

0.0 

Excess  of  Births  over 

Pulmonary  Phthisis  ... 

0.9 

Deaths 

240 
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Canal  Boats  Inspection* 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  working-  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  in  the  district  during-  the 
year  ending-  December  31st,  1918. 

I  have  to  report  that  during  the  visits  to  the  canals  and 
wharves  in  the  district  57  boats  have  been  inspected,  47  of  which 
were  conforming  to  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Local  Government 
Regulations,  but  io  boats  were  found  infringing  the  Acts  and 
Regulations  in  the  following  particulars  : — Absence  of  certificate 
3,  markings  3,  cabin  improperly  occupied  1,  painting  4,  and 
dilapidations  x.  The  usual  printed  notice  forms  have  been  served 
upon  the  owners  or  other  persons  responsible. 

The  boats  inspected  were  registered  for  183  persons,  and 
the  number  occupying  was  164,  viz.,  male  adults  67,  female 
adults  47,  children  of  school  age  22,  and  children  under  school 
age  28.  The  ages  of  the  children  are  given  in  the  table  beneath. 

During  the  inspection  I  have  noted  the  willingness  on  the 
part  of  the  masters  or  other  persons  on  the  boats  to  accept  any 
advice  and  to  carry  out  any  instructions  given. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  infectious  disease  reported  on 
any  of  the  canal  boats  plying  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Ages  1  23456789  10  11  12  13  14  15 

Boys  12  —  141  —  1  — -  1  —  1  1  3  — - 

Girls  3362—1221  3  2  3  —  —  — 

Under  1  year  :  Boys  4,  girls  2. 

I  append  a  statistical  summary  of  the  working  of  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  to  1884,  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1918. 

57  Canal  Boats  were  inspected,  registered  for  206  adults. 

47  Canal  Boats  were  conforming  with  the  Acts  and  Local 
Government  Regulations. 

Total  number  occupying  cabins,  164. 
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Details  of  occupation  : — 


Male 

adults 

67 

Fema 

ile  adults 

47 

Child 

ren  of  school  age 

2  2 

Child 

ren  under  school  age 

CO 

OJ 

Details  showing-  numbers  infringing-  the  Acts  and 

Regulations  : — 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of  cases 

met  with. 

remedied. 

n 

Absence  of  certificate  ... 

2 

n 

Marking 

I 

I 

Females  over  12  improperly  occupy 

ing  1 

4 

Painting 

2 

I 

Dilapidation 

I 

No.  of  printed  notice  forms  issued  ...  ...  io 

No.  of  notices  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  still  corresponding-  about  ...  ...  5 

Gentlemen,  I  am, 

Yours  obediently 

E.  H.  DAVIS, 

Canal  Boats  Inspector. 
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Sanitarp  Inspector’s  Report  of  Work  completed 
tn  tpe  year  ending  December  31$t,  1918, 


No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  294 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infectious  Disease  : — - 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  ...  61 

Lots  of  bedding-,  clothing',  etc.,  disinfected  or  destroyed  67 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &c.  : — 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

House  Drains  : — 

No.  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  trapped,  ventilated,  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  69 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  89 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  and  urinals  rectified  4 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  ...  ...  70 


Water  Closets  : — 

No.  of  additional  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  2 

No.  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  water  ...  141 

Privies  and  Ashpits  : — - 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ash-pits  provided  ...  4 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C’s  ...  3 


No.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scavenging  : — 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  ...  8103 
No.  of  privies  and  ash-pits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5011 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  ...58463 

Offensive  Trades  : — 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  Supply  : — 


No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during-  year  5 
Slaughter  Houses  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  ...weekly 
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Factories  and  Workshops  : — 

No.  under  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

No.  certified  for  limewashing;  by  Inspector  ...  ...  10 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  ...  yearly 

Purveyors  of  Milk  : — 

No.  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Dairies  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...'  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  ...  yearly 

Approximate  number  of  milking'  cows  in  district  ...  190 

Cowsheds  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  half-yearly 


Canal  Boats : — 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise)... 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt 


with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Lodging  Houses  : — 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  ...weekly 

Food : — 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  ...  ...iaylbs. 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  consump¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...iaylbs. 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gentlemen,  I  am, 


Yours  obediently, 

F.  H.  DAVIS,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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OLDBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infant  Welfare  Work. 


Dear  Sir, 

During  the  past  year  342  notifications  of  births  were  re¬ 
ceived.  The  total  number  of  visits  paid  was  1,695;  this  includes 
po  first  visits.  In  the  case  of  11  births  no  visits  were  made. 
Special  visits  were  made  to  six  cases  of  premature  births,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  say  four  of  the  six  improved  and  are  still  living. 

Of  the  342  births  notified  1  1  were  stillborn. 


HOME  VISITING. 

In  every  case  of  home  visiting  the  mothers  have  been 
pleased  to  welcome  me,  and  hoped  I  would  look  in  frequently,  as 
they  were  most  anxious  to  do  their  best  to  rear  a  healthy  baby, 
and  were  most  grateful  for  advice  given. 

CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 

This  was  opened  at  Warley  Abbey  on  April  11th,  1918,  and 
the  attendance  on  that  day  was  11.  Since  then  it  has  rapidly  in¬ 
creased.  The  total  number  of  babies  who  have  been  brought  to 
the  Centre  since  the  opening  is  1,394. 

The  mothers  have  much  appreciated  the  help  and  advice 
given,  and  the  majority  attend  regularly. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  occurred  in  the  Langley  district. 
In  one  instance  the  baby  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  the  other  case 
made  a  good  recovery. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 


L.  HOLLOWAY. 
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infant  Welfare  Work. 


Dear  Sir, 

During1  the  year  1918  492  notifications  of  births  were  re¬ 
ceived  ;  of  this  number  21  were  stillborn. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  1,898. 
There  were  501  first  visits  paid,  which  included  a  number  of  in¬ 
fants  born  in  December,  1917,  and  notified  to  me  in  January,  1918. 
The  infant  mortality  for  the  year  was  no.  1,  which  includes  the 
Oldbury  and  Warley  districts. 

HOME  VISITS. 

These  continue  to  be  much  appreciated,  especially  by  the 
young  mothers,  who  seem  to  welcome  any  advice  given  them  in 
respect  to  the  rearing  of  their  first  baby. 

BREAST  FEEDING. 

This,  I  am  sorry  to  report,  has  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
been  given  up  after  the  first  three  months,  the  mothers  stating 
that  they  had  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  babies.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  I  found  this  to  be  correct,  owing  largely  (in  my  opinion) 
to  the  scarcity  of  milk  and  other  foods,  consequently  the  nursing 
mothers  have  not  been  sufficiently  nourished. 

There  were  31  illegitimate  births,  and  of  this  number  only 
two  deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  year. 

CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 

This  branch  of  work  has  been  most  encouraging  during  the 
year.  The  attendances  have  increased  steadily.  The  majority  of 
the  mothers  attend  regularly,  and  much  appreciate  the  advice 
given  at  the  Centre.  During  the  past  year  4,617  babies  were 
weighed  and  examined. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Six  cases  of  ophthalmia  have  been  notified.  In  one  in¬ 
stance  the  baby  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
two  months  at  the  West  Bromwich  Infirmary.  The  remaining 
five  cases  recovered  with  unimpaired  vision. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

RUTH  M.  BROUGHTON. 
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Oldbury  Education  Authority. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1918. 


Mk,  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Inspection  of  School  Children  attending  the  schools  under  your 
authority  during  the  year  1918. 

The  Medical  Inspectors  were  Drs.  Harper  and  Peirce. 

The  total  number  of  children  examined  was  2,056.  Dr. 
Harper  examined  1,135  and  Dr.  Peirce  921. 


TABLE  1 . 

Dr.  HARPER. 


School. 

Male. 

Female. 

T  otal. 

Church  of  England  ... 

64 

64 

128 

St.  John’s  Infants  ... 

l6 

29 

Wesley  Street  Council 

90 

81 

171 

St.  Francis  Xavier  ... 

36 

35 

71 

Rounds  Green  Council 

92 

122 

214 

Tabernacle 

108 

97 

205 

Good  Shepherd 

5° 

41 

91 

Rood  End  Council  ... 

109 

117 

226 

565 

570 

1 1 3  5 
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Dr.  PEIRCE. 


School. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Titford  Road  Council 

I  to 

'39 

269 

St.  Michael's 

117 

106 

223 

Warley  Council 

5  2 

44 

9b 

Castle  Road  Council 

23 

22 

4? 

Abbey  Road  Council 

140 

148 

288 

462 

459 

92 1 

Total. 

Dr.  Harper  ...  1135 

Dr.  Peirce  ...  921 


2056 

As  in  lormer  years,  this  table  gives  the  number  examined 
at  each  school,  arranged  according  to  the  sexes  at  the  various 
schools. 


TABLE  la.— 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED, 

JAN.  1st,  1918.  TO  DEC.  81st,  1918. 

A. -CODE  GROUPS. 

ENTRANTS. 


Age. 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Poys  ... 

33 

70 

220 

5  3 

IO 

386 

Girls  ... 

23 

82 

202 

62 

9 

378 

Totals 

152 

422 

"5 

19 

764 

19 


INTERMEDIATE  GROUP. 


Age. 

7* 

8. 

9 

Total. 

Boys 

8 

289 

18 

3' 5 

Girls 

20 

299 

26 

345 

Totals 

28 

Ln 

Go 

Oo 

44 

660 

LEAVERS. 


Age. 

II. 

12. 

i3- 

14. 

Total. 

Boys  ... 

28 

263 

13 

_ 

304 

Girls  ...  . 

30 

228 

24 

2 

284 

Totals 

58 

491 

37 

2 

588 

B.— GROUPS  OTHER  THAN  CODE. 

SPECIAL  CASES. 


Age. 

7. 

10. 

II. 

Total. 

Re-Exams . 

Boys 

6 

]  0 

6 

22 

84 

Girls 

3 

13 

6 

2  2 

83 

Totals 

9 

23 

1 2 

44 

167 

ALL  GROUPS. 


[ntermedi- 

Entrants. 

ate  Group. 

Leavers. 

Specials. 

Total. 

Boys 

386 

3*5 

304 

2  2 

1027 

Girls 

378 

345 

284 

22 

IO29 

Totals... 

764 

660 

588 

44 

2056 
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This  table  shows  the  numbers,  ages,  and  sex  of  the  whole 
ol  the  children  examined  in  the  various  groups  and  the  number  of 
re-examinations. 

The  total  numbers  examined  in  1918  were  385  less  than  in 
1917.  T  his  was  due  to  the  epidemic  of  influenza  which  caused  the 
schools  to  be  closed  for  two  months  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
a  great  number  of  the  children  would  have  been  examined. 

The  parents  were  invited  to  attend  the  schools  during  the 
inspections,  but  a  good  number  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  Medical  Inspectors 
are  desirous  of  giving  advice  to  them  when  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  child. 

TABLE  II.— AVERAGE  HEIGHTS. 


Years  of  Age. 

N  umber 
Examined  at 
each  Age. 

I  aches. 

Centimeters. 

MALES. 

3 

33 

36-2 

9 1 ' 9 

4 

7o 

-2-7.8 

37  0 

95*9 

3 

2  iO 

40-6 

103'  1 

6 

53 

42'5 

107-9 

7 

24 

45'4 

ii5‘3 

8 

289 

4b’Q 

119-1 

9 

18 

477 

1 2  r  1 

10 

10 

49'9 

I  2b"7 

1 1 

34 

52T 

TOO*'' 

1 0  3  e 

12 

263 

54'2 

137-6 

13 

'3 

55'° 

139-7 

— 

FEMALES. 

3 

23 

35*3 

8q-6 

4 

82 

37-8 

95-9 

202 

406 

103  I 

6 

62 

417 

I°5'9 

7 

0  0 

0  * 

44-6 

I  I  3-2 

8 

2Q9 

4f>*3 

1 1 7-6 

Q 

26 

49'i 

124-7 

IO 

13 

49-0 

1244 

I  I 

36 

S2  3 

132-8 

12 

228 

54-6 

138-6 

I  3 

24 

55*9 

141’Q 

14 

2 

59'° 

149-8 
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TABLE  III.— AVERAGE  WEIGHTS. 


Years  of  Age. 

N  umber 
Examined  at 
each  Age. 

Weights 

in 

Pounds. 

Weights 

in 

Kilogrammes. 

MALES. 

3 

33 

32-4 

1 4*  5 

4 

70 

O  r*  • 

15*8 

•> 

220 

37-8 

17-0 

6 

53 

4**i 

1 8*4 

7 

24 

46-2 

207 

8 

2SQ 

49  7 

22-3 

9 

18 

51-2 

23-0 

10 

10 

38-0 

26-3 

I  L 

34 

64-8 

2Q‘  I 

I  2 

263 

69-5 

31*2 

>3 

L3 

72  8 

327 

14 

— 

— 

FEMALES. 

3 

23 

31  ‘2 

140 

4 

82 

33  4 

i  ;-o 

5 

202 

37*4 

1 6-8 

b 

62 

38-2 

17-1 

7 

32 

45‘o 

20‘2 

8 

299 

477 

2  1 '4 

9 

26 

52-1 

23'4 

10 

1 3 

53*i 

2  3'8 

1 1 

36 

62-5 

281 

12 

228 

bS'2 

30  6 

•3 

24 

75*4 

33*9 

14 

2 

75*5 

33*9 

These  tables  show  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  the 
children  examined  during  the  year  in  all  the  groups. 

The  figures  appear  to  be  practically  the  same  as  last  rear. 

'I  he  boys  are  slightly  better  than  those  of  last  year,  and  the 
girls  at  the  earlier  ages  show  an  improvement,  but  at  the  ages  of 
ii,  12,  and  13  years  they  do  not  compare  so  favourably.  This  is 
greatly  due  to  the  rationing  of  the  footl  which  is  restricted  in  the 
fat  forming  materials.  This,  however,  we  hope  will  be  remedied 
in  the  coming  year  now  that  the  supply  of  food  will  be  more 
abundant  in  quantity  and  variety. 


TABLE  IV. 


Previous  Disease. 

N  umber. 

Percentage 

Measles  ... 

1394 

677 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

738 

35-8 

Chicken  Pox 

60  1 

2Q-2 

Scarlet  Fever 

137 

6-6 

Pneumonia 

7 1 

3'4 

Bronchitis 

59 

2-8 

Mumps 

45 

2'  I 

Influenza 

38 

r8 

Diphtheria 

23 

i  'i 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

2  2 

1  'oq 

German  Measles  ... 

10 

0'4 

Rheumatism 

6 

O'  2 

Chorea  ... 

6 

0'2 

Meningitis 

n 

3 

O' I 

Jaundice 

3 

O'  I 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

O'  I 

Croup 

2 

o'oq 

Pleurisy  .. 

2 

0  oq 

Nephritis 

2 

O'Oq 

Enteritis 

1 

C04 

Shingles  ... 

1 

0-04 

Asthma  ... 

1 

CO4 

Appendicitis 

1 

004 

Mastoid  Abscess  ... 

1 

0-04 

Eczema  ... 

1 

C04 

Table  IV.  shows  the  various  diseases  from  which  the  chil¬ 
dren  have  suffered  prior  to  the  examinations. 

As  in  previous  reports,  measles  heads  the  list,  with  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  next.  The  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  chicken- 
pox  and  scarlet  fever,  67.7  per  cent,  having  suffered  from  measles, 
35.8  per  cent,  from  whooping  cough,  and  29.2  per  cent,  are  said 
to  have  had  chicken-pox.  This  I  very  much  doubt,  as  the  parents 
very  often  indeed  state  their  children  have  had  chicken-pox  when 
any  slight  eruption  whatever  appears.  Scarlet  fever,  137,  or  6.6, 
have  suffered  from  this  complaint,  while  71,  or  3.4,  have  suffered 
from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  59,  or  2.8.  These  are  the  principal 
troubles  from  which  the  children  have  suffered, 


TABLE  V 


Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 

Inspection. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

CODE  GROUPS. 

SPECIALS. 

N  u  mber 
referred 
for 

treat¬ 

ment- 

Number 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion. 

Number 

referred 

for 

treat¬ 

ment. 

Number 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion. 

i  Uncleanliness. 

Malnutrition 

__ 

55 

— 

— 

Head 

2 

6o 

_ 

— 

Body 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Skin. 

Ringworm — Head... 

3 

— 

— 

Body... 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Eve. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

108 

36 

_ 

— 

External  Eye  Disease 

8 

4 

— 

— 

Ear 

Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing  ... 

16 

I  I 

— 

— 

Nose  and  Throat. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

23 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Enlarged  Tonsils  ... 

45 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Speech  ... 

2 

5 

— 

— 

Heart  &  Circulation. 

Heart  Disease  — 

Organic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Functional 

— 

12 

— 

— ■ 

Lungs. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Definite 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Suspected 

2 

— 

I 

— 

Bronchitis 

IO 

14 

— 

— 

Other  Diseas 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous  System. 

Epilepsy... 

I 

_ 

— 

_ 

Other  disease 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Glands 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bones  and  Joints  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Deformities 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  ... 

13 

— 

— 

— 
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Malnutrition  Fifty-five  children  were  to  he  kept  under  observation  owing 

to  a  certain  amount  of  malnutrition,  but  not  so  bad  as  to  be  re- 


Unclean¬ 

liness. 

Head. 

commended  for  special  treatment.  The  parents  were  advised  as 
to  most  suitable  food  to  be  provided  for  the  children,  and  they 
promised  that  they  would  carry  out  the  advice  as  far  as  they  could 
under  the  difficult  conditions  of  obtaining  the  food. 

Sixty  children  were  to  be  kept  under  observation  and  two 
were  recommended  for  treatment  of  dirty  heads.  The  two  re¬ 
ferred  for  treatment  were  suffering  from  lice;  these  were  the  only 
cases  found. 

Body. 

Fourteen  children  were  to  be  kept  under  observation  for 
cleanliness  of  their  bodies ;  although  they  were  not  ordered  for 
treatment,  their  bodies  were  not  up  to  the  standard  required  for 
their  health. 

Eye 

Three  children  only  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  ring¬ 
worm  of  the  scalp,  and  were  recommended  for  treatment.  There 
were  no  children  found  suffering  from  ringworm  of  the  body.  One 
child  had  scabies  and  was  excluded  from  school,  but  returned  later 
cured  of  the  disease.  The  other  skin  diseases  reported  were  one 
of  eczema,  one  alopoecia,  and  one  psoriasis. 

108  children  were  found  suffering  from  defective  vision  and 
squint,  and  were  recommended  for  treatment,  and  36  were  to  be 
kept  under  further  observation.  There  were,  in  addition,  17 

brought  forward  from  last  year,  making  a  total  of  125  to  be 
treated.  Of  this  number  99  of  the  new  cases  have  been  treated 
and  9  from  last  year.  Four  others  have  left  the  district  and  can¬ 
not  be  traced. 

Externa] 

Eight  children  were  found  suffering  from  external  eye  dis- 

Eye  Disease.  easc  .  t]iey  ap  received  treatment,  the  result  of  which  are  given 


Nose  and 
Throat. 

in  Table  VI. 

Twenty-three  children  had  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
and  one  child  suffered  from  nasal  polypus  ;  all  were  recommended 
for  treatment.  Of  these  19  were  treated,  the  results  of  treatment 

being  given  in  Table  VI.  In  addition,  7  were  brought  forward 
from  last  year,  5  of  which  received  treatment  with  good  results 
and  2  still  remain  untreated. 


Sixteen  children  were  suffering  from  otorrhoea  and  defec¬ 
tive  hearing,  and  2  others  brought  forward  from  1917.  Of  these 


Speech. 


Heart  and 
Circulation. 


Lungs. 


Nervous 

System. 


Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 


Deformities. 


Other 

Defects  and 
Diseases. 


Rickets. 


Mental 

Condition. 


15  have  received  treatment — 10  have  been  remedied,  3  improved, 
and  2  are  still  undergoing  treatment. 

Seven  children  had  defects  of  speech,  2  of  these  had  cleft 
palate,  the  remaining  5  were  stammerers.  One  cleft  palate  is  to 
be  treated  in  hospital  when  a  vacancy  occurs,  the  other  has  not 
been  treated. 

Twelve  children  were  found  with  functional  heart  affections 
and  are  referred  for  further  observation. 

1  wo  girls  were  found  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  were 
excluded  from  school.  One  was  sent  to  Knightwick  Sanatorium, 
the  other  is  attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Three  others 
are  suspected  and  are  being  kept  under  observation. 

Ten  were  suffering  from  bronchitis  and  were  medically 
treated,  returning  to  school  free  from  the  affection. 

One  child  was  found  to  be  an  epileptic  and  was  recom¬ 
mended  for  treatment.  He  has  been  recommended  for  admission 
to  a  home  for  epileptics,  but  up  to  the  present  he  has  not  been 
successful  in  getting  there. 

Four  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  were  found,  and  are  being 
kept  under  observation. 

One  child  had  a  tubercular  hip  joint,  one  a  tubercular 
ankle,  and  one  suffered  from  tubercular  glands ;  all  had  been 
treated,  but  were  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

The  deformities  found  were  two  of  cleft  palate  and  two 
cases  of  club  foot.  The  children  suffering  from  club  foot  will  be 
treated  in  hospital  as  soon  as  there  are  vacancies. 

The  other  diseases  recommended  for  treatment  were  : — 5 
cases  of  hernia,  3  of  mucous  colitis,  1  incontinence  of  urine,  1 
nephritis,  1  abscess  of  chest,  1  anaemia  and  dysentry,  1  anaemia. 
Ail  have  received  some  treatment  or  further  advice,  but  3  cases 
of  hernia  have  still  to  go  into  hospital. 

There  were  no  cases  of  rickets  discovered  during  the  in¬ 
spections. 

Forty-seven  children  were  reported  as  being  dull  or  back¬ 
ward,  and  7  were  said  to  be  mentally  defective.  These  latter  are 
of  the  doubtful  variety.  They  are  still  in  attendance  at  school, 
but  are  not  making  much  progress,  and  are  being  kept  under 
observation. 
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Dental 

Defects. 


Clothing  and 
Footgear. 


There  were  182  children  suffering-  from  dental  defects;  82 
were  entrants,  60  intermediates,  and  40  were  leavers.  Of  the  182 
reported,  only  53  were  properly  treated,  these  being-  principally 
amongst  the  older  children.  The  question  of  taking  up  the  dental 
treatment  on  different  lines  to  what  has  been  in  vogue  must  be 
taken  in  hand  shortly.  The  present  system  is  unsatisfactory,  and 
until  a  proper  dental  clinic  is  organised  very  little  can  be  done  in 
this  important  matter. 

Twenty-seven  children  were  reported  as  badly  clothed  and 
shod.  Twenty-six  others  were  poorly  shod,  and  two  were  insuffi¬ 
ciently  clad.  The  Medical  Inspectors  advised  the  parents  to  do 
their  utmost  to  provide  proper  clothing  and  footgear  for  their 
children,  and  I  believe  in  many  instances  great  improvement  is 
shown. 


TABLE  VI.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1918. 
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This  table  gives  the  result  of  the  cases  treated  during-  the 
year.  'I  lie  results  must  certainly  he  considered  as  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  The  parents  arc  becoming  alive  as  to  the  proper  treat¬ 
ment  of  their  children  when  suffering  from  the  various  ailments, 
both  in  their  own  interests  as  well  as  for  the  welfare  of  the 
children  themselves. 


Table  VII. 

INSPECTION,  TREATMENT,  &c.,  OF  CHILDREN 

DURING  1918. 

(x  )  The  total  number  of  children  medically 
inspected  (whether  Code  Group  or 
Special)  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2056 

(2.)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering 
from  defects  (other  than  unclean¬ 
liness,  or  defective  clothing  or  foot¬ 
gear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under 
observation  (but  not  referred  for 
treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

(3.)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  foi  treatment  (excluding  un¬ 
cleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.)...  198 

(4.)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who 
received  treatment  for  one  or  more 
defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  de¬ 
fective  clothing,  etc. )_  ...  ...  176 

This  table  is  a  synopsis  of  the  whole  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year  as  far  as  medical  inspection  is  concerned. 

Table  VIII. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


School. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Church  of  England 

18 

...  — 

I 

St.  John’s  Infants 

19 

— 

I 

Wesley  Street  Council 

10 

...  — 

— 

Titford  Road  Council  ... 

*> 

...  2 

2 

St.  Francis  Xavier’s  ... 

I 

— 

— 

Rounds  Green  Council 

7 

— 

I 

Tabernacle 

24 

2 

— 

St.  Michael’s 

10 

...  3 

I 

Good  Shepherd 

1 1 

— 

— 

Rood  End  Council 

13 

...  I 

2 

Warley  Council 

21 

— 

— 

Castle  Road  Council  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Abbey  Road  Council  ... 

10 

— 

— 

29 


School 

Uosures. 


~'li  ililren’s 
^are 

'oiumittoe. 


I  nlilc  \  III.  gives  a  record  of  infectious  diseases  which 
occurred  amongst  the  children  in  the  various  schools  during  the 
year.  The  disease  most  prevalent  was  measles,  of  which  we  had 
149  cases;  this  was  our  experience  in  1917.  There  was  only  one 
fatal  case  out  of  the  149,  so  that  the  mortality  was  exceptionally 
low.  There  were  8  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  8  of  diphtheria  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Eleven  children  of  school  age  died  of  influenza. 
I  have  no  record  of  children  who  suffered  from  this  disease. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  schools  were  closed  for 
a  short  period  in  July,  and  again  in  the  early  part  of  November 
until  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  for  the  serious  epidemic  of 
influenza,  making  altogether  a  two  months’  closure  of  the  schools. 

The  Children’s  Care  Committee  still  continues  to  manifest 
the  same  interest  in  the  children’s  welfare,  and  by  their  help  and 
assistance  forward  the  good  work  in  this  important  branch  of 
school  life.  Miss  Ricketts  once  more  continues  her  part  of  the 
after-care  work  by  following  up  the  cases  and  seeing  that  the 
advice  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  are  carried  out.  I  cannot  let  this 
opportunity  pass  without  expressing  my  gratification  of  her  self- 
denying  efforts. 

THE  GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state,  and  the  sani¬ 
tary  arrangements  are  in  a  good  condition. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  teachers  still  take  great  in¬ 
terest  in  this  part  of  school  life.  The  Medical  Inspectors  appre¬ 
ciate  this  fully,  as  is  shown  by  their  reports  which  I  have  pleasure 
in  appending. 

I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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The  Hall, 

Langley  Green, 

Worcestershire, 

April  3rd,  1919. 


Dear  Dr.  Buttery, 

In  presenting  this  short  report,  I  must  again  acknowledge 
the  great  assistance  rendered  me  by  the  head  teachers. 

The  attendance  of  parents  has  been  on  the  whole  unsatis¬ 
factory  except  in  the  case  of  the  Warley  Schools. 

There  is  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
children.  I  saw  one  case  of  scabies. 

Considering  the  rationing,  the  general  condition  of  the 
children  was  very  good  on  the  whole. 

As  usual  I  found  a  lot  of  cases  of  carious  teeth.  There  is 
no  question  that  the  teeth  of  all  the  children  should  be  periodi¬ 
cally  examined  by  a  dentist  and  any  defects  treated. 

There  were  a  good  many  cases  of  defective  vision.  The 
parents  are  very  good  in  having  this  defect  attended  to. 

I  found  two  girls  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  a  boy  and  a  girl  with  suspicious  signs  of  early  tuberculosis. 

There  were  four  cases  of  heart  disease,  and  one  of  epilepsy. 

The  parents  are  very  good  on  the  whole  in  having  the 
various  defects  attended  to. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  A.  LILWALL  PEIRCE. 
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1 6,  Church  Square, 

Oldbury, 

April  7th,  T919. 


Dear  Dr.  Buttery, 

I  again  have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  a  short  report 
of  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  for  the 
year  1918. 

The  inspections  were,  as  you  well  know,  considerably 
interfered  with,  especially  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year, 
by  the  epidemics  of  influenza  that  prevailed,  necessitating  the 
closing  of  the  schools. 

The  attendance  of  parents  was,  as  in  the  year  1917,  not 
so  good  as  in  former  years,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  mothers  were  engaged  on  munition  work,  but  also  to  some 
extent  to  their  being  laid  aside  by  influenza.  This  must  also,  I 
think,  be  held  to  account  for  the  neglect  of  some  of  the  children 
in  the  matter  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness  of  dress.  On  the  whole, 
however,  there  was  not  a  great  deal  to  grumble  at,  and  I  hope 
that  the  present  year  will  see  an  all-round  improvement.  There 
is  now  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  girls’  heads, 
and  I  trust  there  will  soon  be  no  cause  for  complaint  in  this 
direction. 

Carious  teeth  and  defective  vision  are,  as  I  suppose  they 
always  will  be,  exceedingly  common,  but  I  am  glad  to  note  more 
attention  is  being  paid  to  remedying  these  defects. 

I  found  a  number  of  cases  of  otorrhoea,  and  most  of  these 
were  not  receiving  any  treatment  whatever,  which  is  a  great  pity, 
as  permanent  deafness  may  result  from  neglect  to  have  them 
treated  properly. 

I  also  found  several  children  suffering  from  heart  disease 
and  a  number  of  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils. 

Most  of  the  children  are  well  nourished  and  healthy  in 
appearance,  and  are  evidently  well  cared  for. 

I  must  thank  most  sincerely  the  Head  Teachers  for  their 
interest  in  the  work,  and  for  their  kindness  and  willing  help  so 
ungrudgingly  given.  I  should  like  also  to  thank  Miss  Ricketts 
for  her  valued  assistance,  which  I  very  much  appreciate. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JAMES  E.  HARPER, 
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